MINUTES OF JULY 19, 2010
MEETING OF BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

The regular meeting of the Board of Commissioners of Colebrookdale Township was held on the above date at the Township Building.  The meeting was called to order by President Todd Gamler at 7:30 PM with all present joining in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

The following Commissioners were present: Todd Gamler (President), William Spade (Vice President), Thomas Herb and Tom Reidnauer.   Commissioner Linwood Bartman was absent.  Also present were Township Manager Cindy Conrad, Township CEO/Zoning Officer Allen Stauffer, Township Treasurer/Tax Collector Joan Herb, Attorney Matthew Doll, Township Engineer John Sartor and Police Chief Christopher Schott.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Mr. Steve Wheeler, Scout Leader for Boy Scout Troop # 823 addressed the Board and inquired if the Township had any work projects for two or three of his scouts working towards earning badges.  Township Manager stated she spoke with Roadmaster Sands and they discussed using the scouts to help with the new Township sign installation along with working on replacing the walkway at the pavilion.  Motion by William Spade and seconded by Thomas Herb to authorize Manager Conrad and Roadmaster Sands to organize projects for the boy scouts.  Motion carried.

MINUTES

Motion by Thomas Herb and seconded by President Gamler to table approval of the June 21, 2010 Board of Commissioners’ Meeting minutes.  Motion carried.
REPORTS

Treasurer Joan Herb submitted for review the June 2010 Treasurer’s Report of Balance Sheets and Trial balances.  There were no comments from the Board.

President Gamler made note of the Customer Balance Summary then read the bills list as follows
:



General Fund Expenses 6/21 - 7/6/10

$ 21,918.61




General Fund Expenses 7/6 - 7/19/10

$ 45,600.59




Payroll Fund Expenses 6/25/10


$ 39,496.35




Payroll Fund Expenses 7/9/10


$ 37,291.70




Street Light Fund Expenses 7/6/10

$   1,349.53   




Street Light Fund Expenses 7/19/10

$        49.29   




Recycling Fund Expenses 7/19/10

$   8,445.50

Motion by William Spade and seconded by Thomas Herb to pay the listed bills from the funds mentioned above.  Motion carried.  President Gamler noted the submission of the Profit & Loss Budget vs. Actual statements.  The Statements are available to the public for review.

POLICE REPORT

Chief Schott read the June 2010 report as follows:

Colebrookdale Township
   850


Traffic Arrests


95

Borough of Bechtelsville
   
   222


Criminal Arrests


  7

Assists to Others

     56


Traffic Violation Warnings
65

TOTAL Incidents
             1,128

Twelve motor vehicle accidents were investigated and 7,105 miles were patrolled during June 2010.  There were no questions on the report from the Commissioners.

The Commissioners reviewed and discussed the contract details submitted by Chief Schott for the purchase of a new police vehicle.  Motion by William Spade and seconded by Thomas Reidnauer to authorize Chief Schott to order the 2010 Dodge Charger vehicle in two-tone color at the cost of approximately $26,063.00 plus the cost of lettering.  Motion carried.
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ROAD MASTER’S REPORT

Roadmaster Sands submitted for review and approval the 2010 Line Painting Project list.  Manager Conrad stated the Township is on the Berks County Co-Op Contract and does not need to bid the project.  Motion by William Spade and seconded by Thomas Herb to authorize the line painting project through the Berks County cooperative purchasing program for $8,673.10.  Motion carried.
CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER’S REPORT

CEO Stauffer submitted the following permits and applications for approval:

- Permit # 5160: Kachmer Investments LLC, 40 Mill Street - convert 20’ x 25’ 2-story garage 
  to living quarters


- Glen Kelcheski, 153 Henry Avenue - construct 315 sq. ft. deck


- Floyd Hangey, Jr., 30 Alan’s Lane - construct chimney


- Jeffrey M. Testa, 15 Mill Street - frame a porch roof over existing side porch


- Robert Bauman, 55 Spring Garden Drive - enclose existing cement pad with screened room

Concerning the Mill Street permit, CEO Stauffer explained the property had three existing dwelling and an existing two-car garage and was a non-conforming use.  The owners are demolishing one of the three existing dwellings and converting the existing garage into a single-family dwelling.
President Gamler asked that in the future, CEO Stauffer not issue a permit until the Board reviews the application.
CEO Stauffer presented a request from Gabelsville Athletic Association for a Pedestrian Crossing warning sign to be erected on Funk Road for persons traveling south on Funk Road approaching the Athletic Association building and intersection with State Route 73.  CEO Stauffer also suggested that crosswalk lines be painted on the roadway to direct people to cross only at that point.  The Association agreed to pay for the sign and crosswalk paint.  Motion by Tom Reidnauer and seconded by Thomas Herb to authorize Roadmaster Sands to order and install the sign and paint the crosswalk as noted above and bill Gabelsville Athletic Association for the sign and paint.  Motion carried.
CEO Stauffer submitted a request from the Boyertown Music League for a waiver of the permit fee to have fireworks at their annual Cavalcade of Bands event scheduled for September 25, 2010.  As the event date gets closer, if the conditions are too dry CEO Stauffer will instruct them to cancel the fireworks display.  Motion by William Spade and seconded by Thomas Herb to waive the permit fee for Boyertown Music League.  Motion carried.
SEO REPORT

There was no report submitted at this time.
PLUMBING INSPECTOR’S REPORT

There was no report submitted at this time.
SOLICITOR’S REPORT

Solicitor Karver submitted a requested from Nick Conti asking the Commissioners to allow the posted security to lapse for the Improvements Agreement on Colebrookdale Woods, with the written understand that when the project goes forward, the cost of the improvements will be re-evaluated in current dollars.  The Developer will post new security in the correct amount before beginning to work on the project.  After discussion, there was a motion by William Spade and seconded by Thomas Herb to authorize Solicitor Karver to prepare an agreement to allow for the lapse of the posted security on Colebrookdale Woods.  Motion carried
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ENGINEER’S REPORT

Engineer Sartor informed the Commissioners that Nick Conti would still like to meet with him along with Solicitor Karver and Amy Houseknecht, at no cost to the Township, to discuss the Colebrookdale Woods project.  He asked for direction from the Board.  The Commissioners again stated they want all escrow balances paid in full before agreeing to meetings with Nick and Les.  And, that the Township will not be liable for any fees in connection with time spent on phone calls, email correspondence or meetings before those balances are paid.  Engineer Sartor stated he understood and will copy Manager Conrad and Solicitor Karver on any correspondence.

Engineer Sartor submitted his Engineer’s Report for June 2010 and noted that since submitting the report his office received the Heckler/Franklin Subdivision plans and submitted a review to the Township Planning Commission.
Engineer Sartor submitted for the Board’s review the final revised response letter to the EPA concerning the MS4 program violation notice received by the Township and asked for CEO Stauffer’s signature.  He will prepare copies for the Township and send the letter to the EPA.  CEO Stauffer signed the letter.
Fred Beans Ford submitted a 4th Escrow Release Request.  Gilmore & Associates reviewed the request and submitted to the Township the Certification of Completion for Escrow Release No. 4 recommending approval.  Motion by Tom Reidnauer and seconded by William Spade to approve releasing $144,085.11, the Fred Beans Ford Escrow Release No. 4.  Motion carried.

COMMISSIONERS’ REPORT

Nothing submitted at this time.

MANAGER’S REPORT

Motion by William Spade and seconded by Thomas Herb to ratify approval for fire police assistance at the Bike Night Event held July 10, 2010 at the Boyertown Park.  Motion carried.
Manager Conrad informed the Board she and CEO Stauffer will attend a meeting on July 22, 2010 with the PA Stormwater Coalition to discuss the MS4 Stormwater violation issues.

Manager Conrad submitted for review the Bridge Inspection Report summaries received from STV, Inc.  The full book reports are available to review upon request.
Manager Conrad submitted for review and a decision whether or not to change, the health insurance renewal information.  The contract will renew on August 1st, 2010.  The Commissioners discussed the various available options.  Motion by William Spade and seconded by Tom Reidnauer to change the contract to PPO Blue Value 1000 that includes increasing the deductible to $1,000/$2,000 and the prescription drug co-pay to $8/$50/$75 and authorized Manager Conrad to write a letter to the Township employees notifying them of the change.  Motion carried.  The Board was not in favor of having a Health Reimbursement Agreement prepared at a cost of $500.00.

Manager Conrad submitted copies of the current Curfew Ordinance for review noting she has not received a review from Chief Schott.  The Board asked that the Ordinance be put on the next meeting agenda to be review when Commissioner Bartman is in attendance.

Manager Conrad submitted an email concerning the 2010 State Budget and the reduction in funding grants.  As a result of the cuts she asked approval to revise the fee schedule to include a fee to developers and landlords to supply recycling bins to tenants and buyers of new construction homes.  New tenants request bins since there are not any left at the apartments when old tenants move out.  New homeowners request bins when previous owners take bins allotted to that property with them when moving.
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The Township supplies each residential family with two bins at no cost and replaces broken bins at no cost.  The Township has not been awarded grant funds for the past two years which would have been used to purchase additional bins.  Budget cuts will make it even more difficult to obtain grants.  The Board discussed what price to charge per bin to landlords and developers and asked Manager Conrad to revise the fee schedule and forward it to Solicitor Karver for review.  Engineer Sartor noted he will include a statement in his subdivision reviews that addresses the fee for recycling bins.
The Township received a request from the Perkiomen Watershed Conservancy for a Resolution supporting their Conservation Plan for the Lower Perkiomen Creek to be included in the PA Rivers Registry.  The Commissioners concurred not to reply at this time.
COMMITTEE REPORTS

President Gamler noted the submission of the June 2010 Recycling Report from Allied Waste Services.
OLD BUSINESS

Joint Zoning Ordinance
Charlie Schmehl submitted a draft of revisions that addressed the Berks County Planning Commission review letter.  Manager Conrad asked for direction on advertising the Public Hearing for the Township.  The Board agreed to wait and see where Boyertown is in their process before Manager Conrad advertises the Hearing.
SUBDIVISIONS

Hercker/Franklin Minor Subdivision - Sketch - Franklin Road


June 28, 2010 received sketch plan and application from All County & Associates.  July 15 
CTPC accepted and reviewed then tabled plan until PC meeting 8/19/10.  The Board 
discussed a Township policy requiring that this plan needs to be re-submitted as a ‘major’ 
subdivision plan due to a prior subdivision of the property.  Solicitor Karver suggested the 
developer request a waiver of the longstanding Township policy of submitting a ‘major’ 
subdivision plan and re-submit a final plan.  No action was taken at this time.


Spring Creek Commons Subdivision – Preliminary – Spring Garden Drive


July 22, 2009 received response letter from the Borough of Boyertown.  July 30 received 
response letter from BMMA.  August 3rd received review letter from BC Planning 
Commission.  August 24th received first review from G&A and Sanitary Sewer review 
from SDE, Inc.  The review period for the plan is 
to expire on September 7, 2010.  No action 
was taken by the Board.


Colebrookdale Woods Development – State Route 73

September 10, 2009 Township sent letter to owner and developer requesting payment of 
invoices and notification that reviews are discontinued until payment received.  October 1 
received letter from BMMA concerning Surety Bonds.  No action was taken by the Board.


Westwood’s Subdivision – Preliminary Plan – Route 562.


September 10 Township requested confirmation of active plan from Douglass Township.  
November 11, 2009 the owner and his attorney confirmed they are working with Douglas-
Berks to address various issues.  The review period for the plan is to expire on December 29, 
2010.  No action was taken by the Board.


Mildred Frey Minor Annexation – Final – 436 & 516 N. Reading Avenue


No communication received; no action was taken by the Board.

NEW BUSINESS 

Nothing submitted at this time.
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COMMUNICATIONS

All communications received since June 21, 2010 is included in the Commissioner’s books.  All correspondence was available for review by the public.
FYI
Solicitor Karver submitted a letter addressing new questions regarding access to public records covered under the Right to Know Act.

Solicitor Karver informed the Commissioners that Manager Conrad will accompany Attorney Doll to testify at a hearing on July 21st in the claim for counsel fees against Mr. Rader.
Tax Collector Joan Herb submitted a copy of a letter in which $10.00 was paid to the Berks County Sheriff’s Department for an outstanding tax claim on the 263 Estate Road property.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION (NOT SIGNED IN)

No one present at this time.

ADJOURNMENT

The Commissioners and Manager Conrad inspected the new Township sign that was delivered and is stored in the Township shed.  The Board showed Manager Conrad where they would like Roadmaster Sands to install the sign.
There being no other business to come before the Board there was a motion by Thomas Herb and seconded by William Spade that the meeting be adjourned.  Motion carried.  All votes on motions were unanimous unless stated otherwise.  The meeting adjourned at 9:18 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Jeannie DiSante

Township Secretary
_









