MINUTES OF JUNE 7, 2010
MEETING OF BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

The regular meeting of the Board of Commissioners of Colebrookdale Township was held on the above date at the Township Building.  The meeting was called to order by President Todd Gamler at 7:30 PM with all present joining in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

The following Commissioners were present: Todd Gamler (President), William Spade (Vice President) and Thomas Herb.   Commissioners Tom Reidnauer and Linwood Bartman were absent.  Also present were Township Manager Cindy Conrad, Township CEO/Zoning Officer Allen Stauffer, Township Solicitor Jeffrey Karver, Township Engineer John Sartor and Police Chief Chris Schott.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Resident Nancy Doudna addressed the Board concerning her neighbor’s property at 203 Water Street.  She submitted complaint forms from other neighbors noting there are now caged ducks and chickens on the property with roosters crowing throughout the day and night.  CEO Stauffer told Ms. Doudna that this current issue is being addressed as he has heard from another neighbor this week.  He also explained to her the time-line process of handling these issues.  Ms. Doudna thanked the Commissioners for the Township’s continued efforts and said she will attend future meetings to check on the progress of the cleanup of the property.
MINUTES

Motion by William Spade and seconded by Thomas Herb to approve the minutes of the May 17, 2010 Board of Commissioners’ Meeting.  Motion carried.
REPORTS

President Gamler made note of the Customer Balance Summary then read the bills list as follows
:



General Fund Expenses 5/17 - 6/7/10

$ 46,959.32



Payroll Fund Expenses 5/28/10


$ 39,275.85



Street Light Fund Expenses 6/7/10

$   1,347.25    



Police Projects Fund Expenses 6/7/10

$      344.50



Joint Zoning Fund Expenses 6/7/10

$   1,991.00

Motion by William Spade and seconded by Thomas Herb to pay the listed bills from the funds mentioned above.  Motion carried.  President Gamler noted the submission of the Profit & Loss Budget vs. Actual statements.  The Statements are available to the public for review.

POLICE REPORT

Chief Schott read the May 2010 report as follows:

Colebrookdale Township
   901


Traffic Arrests

66
Borough of Bechtelsville
   254


Criminal Arrests

19
Assists to Others

     51


Traffic Violation Warnings
50
TOTAL Incidents
           1,206
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Thirteen motor vehicle accidents were investigated and 7,302 miles were patrolled during May 2010.  Chief Schott noted he added the Traffic Violation Warnings category to keep the Board informed of department activity.  There were no questions on the report from the Commissioners.

Chief Schott requested permission for Officer Hanna to enroll in a 3-day reconstruction seminar September 28 - 30 in Penn State.  There is no cost for the seminar however the cost for three nights at the Ramada will be approximately $224.00.  Motion by William Spade and seconded by Thomas Herb to approve the seminar attendance as requested.  Motion carried.
ROAD MASTER’S REPORT

Manager Conrad informed the Board the road bids will be opened on June 21st at 11:00 AM and seasonal bids at 1:00 PM.  They will be delivered to Solicitor Karver’s office for review prior to the meeting that night.
CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER’S REPORT

Permit Applications:
- Shawn Sonder, 923 N. Reading Avenue – 16’ x 19’ deck

- William Davidson, 705 Bridle Path – 24’ x 32’ pole building
Two Plumbing Inspection Applications:

- Linda Gehman, 721 Oak Street – install new boiler

- Glenn Rambo, 11 Applewood Lane – install new boiler

CEO Stauffer submitted a Notice of a Zoning Hearing Board Public Hearing scheduled for June 23, 2010 at 7:00 PM at the Township building.  He noted there will be a meeting to reorganize beginning at 6:30 PM.

The Zoning Hearing Board will consider the application of Barbara Schuler (Falcaro) and Michael Falcaro for a variance to house horses in an R-3 Zoning District at 68 Knoll Circle.  The property is +(-) seven acres now zoned R-3 and horses are only allowed in an R-2 District.  The applicants are interested in housing two horses.  After discussion there was a motion by William Spade, seconded by Thomas Herb to instruct Manager Conrad to write a letter of no objection to the Zoning Hearing Board.  Motion carried.
As per instructions from the Commissioners, CEO Stauffer noted he posted the property of Russell Royce.  After 30 days, if there is no appeal, the Township has the authority to correct the condition at the property owner’s expense.  Solicitor Karver will discuss the next steps and procedures with CEO Stauffer.
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Commissioner Spade asked CEO Stauffer if selling vehicles at Rader’s Beer Distributor is an allowable use.  CEO Stauffer said the property owner is in violation of multiple uses of that property and asked for direction from the Commissioners.  The Board concurred that for now CEO Stauffer should discuss the violation with the property owner.
CEO Stauffer informed the Board that Fred Theil has contacted him concerning an property line issue of his neighbor installing a fence in an alleyway that is now a grassy area.  He will keep the Board informed as to the outcome of this issue.
SEO REPORT

There was nothing to report at this time.
PLUMBING INSPECTOR’S REPORT

There was nothing to report at this time.
SOLICITOR’S REPORT

Solicitor Karver submitted copies of follow-up letters to Nick & Les, Inc. and Indian Springs Community Association.  There has not been a response from either party.  He noted that Manager Conrad is still holding the $6,000.00 check received from Tim Specht two weeks ago.
Solicitor Karver also submitted a draft of the Joint Motion for Counsel Fees to be filed with the Court with respect to the matters previously filed by Mr. Rader with the Court.  President Gamler noted that Mr. Rader appeared at a Washington Township meeting with a lengthy letter.  Solicitor Karver said there is nothing preventing Mr. Rader from writing letters.

Lastly Solicitor Karver noted the Township this day received a Notice of Sheriff’s Sale on 130 Indian Lane.
ENGINEER’S REPORT

Grace Independent Baptist Church submitted a 3rd Escrow Release Request.  Gilmore & Associates reviewed the request and submitted to the Township the Certification of Completion for Escrow Release No. 3 recommending approval.  Motion by William Spade and seconded by Thomas Herb to approve releasing $13,306.34, the Grace Independent Baptist Church Escrow Release No. 3.  Motion carried.

Fred Beans Ford submitted a 3rd Escrow Release Request.  Gilmore & Associates reviewed the request and submitted to the Township the Certification of Completion for Escrow Release No. 3 recommending approval.  Motion by Thomas Herb and seconded by William Spade to approve releasing $198,907.25, the Fred Beans Ford Escrow Release No. 3.  Motion carried.
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The Engineer’s Report for May 2010 was submitted.  There were no comments from the Board.  Engineer Sartor informed the Commissioners that Engineer Lowrie will have a completed draft of the response to the EPA’s Notice of Violation letter by the end of the week.  He asked for a workshop meeting with the Board, Manager Conrad, CEO Stauffer and Solicitor Karver to discuss the response.  He will contact Manager Conrad to arrange the meeting.
COMMISSIONERS’ REPORT

Nothing submitted at this time.

MANAGER’S REPORT

Manager Conrad informed the Board the Berks County Tax Collector Committee met June 2nd.  They advertised for tax collector services and will be interviewing in July.  The Township is invited to the interviews.
The Joint Zoning Public Hearing was not advertised as previous discussed.  Comments from Berks County’s review were faxed to the Township this day at 4:00 PM.  Manager Conrad will contact Charlie Schmehl to arrange a meeting before moving on with a public hearing.
Concerning the storm water basin inspections, Manager Conrad submitted a draft letter to be sent to property owners addressing the needed maintenance and repairs to their basins.  Engineer Sartor was asked to draft an update to be included in the Ordinance addressing owner responsibility for maintenance of storm water basins.
The Township received a reimbursement notification from PennDOT for the extreme costs of winter services for the 2009-2010 winter season.  The payment of $1,137.71 will be mailed to the Township within 60 days and will be deposited into the General Fund.
Motion by Thomas Herb and seconded by William Spade to ratify the approval made on March 30th for fire police assistance at the Memorial Day parade on May 31, 2010.  Motion carried.
Fire Chief Lloyd Wary submitted a letter from Berks County Department of Emergency Services requesting Emergency Services Run Card Change Authorization Forms be completed and returned for Fire Department Responses and EMS (Ambulance) Responses within the Township.  The Board asked that wording be added that Fire Chiefs of all three fire companies will sign off on any changes.  Motion by William Spade and seconded by Thomas Herb to authorize President Gamler to sign the forms as stated.  Motion carried.

Manager Conrad submitted to the Board, for their information, website access details on the progress of the Berks County Public Safety Radio System project.
Board of Commissioners

June 7, 2010 Meeting Minutes

Page 5

First Energy submitted information on their Audit Program for Local governments.  Manager Conrad explained the Township can apply for an energy audit to identify energy-saving projects and possibly be eligible for up to $2,000 per audit.  The Commissioners concurred that Manager Conrad should apply.
Manager Conrad noted letters submitted from STV, Inc. notifying the Township they have applied for a PADEP permit for the Ironstone Creek Arch Bridge & T-Beam Bridge repair projects.

Submitted for the Board’s review was a sample sketch of the proposed new Township sign.  The Board confirmed their approval from the last meeting for CEO Stauffer to proceed with having the sign built.  The Commissioners will look at the area in front of the building then decide where to have the sign erected.
Manager Conrad submitted an estimate from Drumheller Construction for the installation of ADA curb ramps in various locations especially Presidential Estates and Village Drive.  There are funds available for which the Township is eligible through a Community Block Grant.  Manager Conrad and Roadmaster Sands will put the bid package together to be approved by the Board at the next meeting. 
The Township received a request for a letter of support from BMMA.  They are submitting a Construction Funding Grant Application to PA DCED for their Sanitary Sewer Project Corrective Action Plan.  Motion by William Spade and seconded by Thomas Herb to authorize Manager Conrad to write a letter of support on behalf of the Commissioners as requested.  Motion carried.

Signal Service Inc. submitted for acceptance a 2-year maintenance contract renewal agreement.  The contract cost for preventive maintenance and relamping will remain the same as last year.  Manager Conrad reminded the Commissioners that she invoices WalMart for their traffic light.  Motion by Thomas Herb and seconded by William Spade to authorize Manager Conrad to execute the agreement.  Motion carried.
Manager Conrad request approval of Resolution #06-01-10 Authorization for Disposition of Public Records from January 1, 1990 through December 31, 2002 and noted that it was reviewed by Solicitor Karver.  Motion by William Spade and seconded by Thomas Herb to adopt RESOLUTION #06-01-10 AUTHORIZATION FOR DISPOSITION OF PUBLIC RECORDS FROM JANUARY 1, 1990 THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 2002.  MOTION CARRIED

Manager Conrad submitted a letter from the County Commissioners requesting a response from the Township on their interest in pursing regional police services.  Motion by William Spade and seconded by Thomas Herb to authorize Manager Conrad to indicate ‘no interest’ and return the form to the County Commissioners.  Motion carried.
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Manager Conrad asked for direction to reimburse Detective Guida for a tuition bill; according to the contract payment must be approved by the Board.  Motion by William Spade and seconded by Thomas Herb to authorize Manager Conrad to hold the bill and send a letter to Detective Guida informing him of the contract stipulations.  Motion carried.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

President Gamler noted the submission of the following reports:
Recycling – May Recycling Report received from Allied Waste Services

Joint Zoning Ordinance – April Progress Report received from URDC

OLD BUSINESS

SUBDIVISIONS Plan Status – No Correspondence received since 5/17/10

Samsel/Reifsnyder Annexation

April 21, 2010 the Township received BCPC review.  Also received email 
comments from Solicitor Karver concerning County signature block 
suggestion.  
Solicitor Karver said he has not received the revised formal 
plans.  No action was taken by the Board.


Spring Creek Commons Subdivision – Preliminary – Spring Garden Drive


July 22, 2009 received response letter from the Borough of Boyertown.  July 
30 received response letter from BMMA.  August 3rd received review letter 
from BC Planning Commission.  August 24th received first review from G&A 
and Sanitary Sewer review from SDE, Inc.  The review period for the plan is 
to expire on June 8, 2010.  At the request of the developer there was a 
motion by William Spade and seconded by Thomas Herb to approve a 
waiver of time for review until September 7, 2010.  Motion carried.

Colebrookdale Woods Development – State Route 73

September 10, 2009 Township sent letter to owner and developer requesting 
payment of invoices and notification that reviews are discontinued until 
payment received.  October 1 received letter from BMMA concerning Surety 
Bonds.  No action was taken by the Board.


Westwood’s Subdivision – Preliminary Plan – Route 562.


September 10 Township requested confirmation of active plan from 
Douglass Township.  November 11, 2009 the owner and his attorney 
confirmed they are working with Douglas-Berks to address various issues.  
The review period for the plan is to expire on June 29, 2010.  No action was 
taken by the Board.


Mildred Frey Minor Annexation – Final – 436 & 516 N. Reading Avenue


No communication received; no action was taken by the Board.
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NEW BUSINESS 

COMMUNICATIONS

All communications received since May 17, 2010 is included in the Commissioner’s books.  All correspondence was available for review by the public.  

FYI
The Board asked Manager Conrad to send a letter to the police bargaining unit to ask for a meeting to discuss the contract.  The Commissioners are available June 14, 28 and 29.  If these dates do not work for the bargaining unit they are asked to reply with their available dates.
Due to the upcoming absence of two Commissioners and the CEO at the advertised July 5, 2010 Board of Commissioners meeting, there was a motion by Thomas Herb seconded by William Spade to cancel the July 5th, 2010 meeting, authorize Manager Conrad to pay necessary bills and post the cancellation of the meeting.  Motion carried.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION (NOT SIGNED IN)

No one at this time.
ADJOURNMENT

There being no other business to come before the Board there was a motion by William Spade and seconded by Thomas Herb that the meeting be adjourned.  Motion carried.  All votes on motions were unanimous unless stated otherwise.  The meeting adjourned at 8:35 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Jeannie DiSante

Township Secretary
_









