MINUTES OF MAY 3, 2010
MEETING OF BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

The regular meeting of the Board of Commissioners of Colebrookdale Township was held on the above date at the Township Building.  The meeting was called to order by President Todd Gamler at 7:30 PM with all present joining in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

The following Commissioners were present: Todd Gamler (President), William Spade (Vice President), Thomas Herb and Linwood Bartman.   Commissioner Tom Reidnauer was absent.  Also present were Township Manager Cindy Conrad, Township CEO/Zoning Officer Allen Stauffer, Township Secretary Jeannie DiSante, Township Solicitor Jeffrey Karver, Township Engineer John Sartor and Police Chief Chris Schott.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

No one at this time addressed the Board.
MINUTES

Motion by William Spade and seconded by Linwood Bartman to approve the minutes of the April 19, 2010 Board of Commissioners’ Meeting.  Motion carried.
REPORTS

President Gamler made note of the Customer Balance Summary then read the bills list as follows
:


General Fund Expenses 4/19 - 5/3/10

$ 19,385.49


Payroll Fund Expenses 4/30/10


$ 37,740.47


Street Light Fund Expenses 5/3/10

$   1,347.18 
Motion by Tom Herb and seconded by Linwood Bartman to pay the listed bills from the funds mentioned above.  Motion carried.  President Gamler noted the submission of the Profit & Loss Budget vs. Actual statements.  The Statements are available to the public for review.

POLICE REPORT

Chief Schott read the March 2010 report as follows:

Colebrookdale Township
   910


Traffic Arrests
  47
Borough of Bechtelsville
   257


Criminal Arrests
  15
Assists to Others

     46
TOTAL Incidents
           1,213
Twelve motor vehicle accidents were investigated and 6,372 miles were patrolled during April 2010.  There were no questions on the report from the Commissioners.
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Chief Schott informed the Board that he will be out of town May 23 through 28, 2010 and that Sgt. Viola will be the officer in charge.
Chief Schott gave the Commissioners an update on the Water Street issue and the code violations noted by CEO Stauffer.  They visited the homeowner in question and witnessed deplorable unsanitary living conditions.  Considering there is an infant and young teenager living in the home Chief Schott filed a report with Children and Youth Services and was told they were aware of the situation and already involved.  CEO Stauffer said he and Corporal Babb visited the home later in the week and noted there was trash smoldering in a burn barrel not property ventilated with no one attending the burn.  He told the homeowner that he could no longer burn on the property.  CEO Stauffer will continue to monitor the cleanup of the property.
Chief Schott informed the Board of two incidents crediting Cpl. Babb and Officer Graber with apprehending suspects.
Chief Schott also told the Commissioners that the department continues to patrolled S. Reading Avenue in the area of Morysville.
ROAD MASTER’S REPORT

Manager Conrad informed the Board that the office is working on the 2010 seasonal requirements and will have them ready for approval at the next meeting.
CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER’S REPORT

CEO Stauffer submitted the following permit applications:
- Sandra Wampler Strunk, 45 Henry Ave. – Addition to dining room, kitchen, laundry room and work room

- Thomas Stalnecker, 510 Rte 100 North – 24’ x 32’ garage

Concerning the ongoing issue of property maintenance on foreclosed properties owned by the financial institutions, CEO Stauffer said he has sent letters and has not had a response from the banks.  The Commissioners discussed and directed CEO Stauffer to send violation notices.

Concerning the street light at the entrance to Indian Springs on Village Drive, the Commissioners noted the light does appear to shine into a neighboring home and directed CEO Stauffer to inform the Indian Springs Community Association to install a shield on the light.
SEO REPORT

There was nothing to report at this time.
PLUMBING INSPECTOR’S REPORT

There was nothing to report at this time.
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SOLICITOR’S REPORT

Solicitor Karver reviewed the Indian Springs Community Association’s Bylaws and submitted a letter of his review to the Commissioners.
Solicitor Karver also submitted a letter of review and certified copy of the Order signed by Judge Sprecher and dated April 21, 2010 concerning Rader vs. Colebrookdale Township.  The Board discussed filing for an award of attorney’s fees.  Motion by Tom Herb and seconded by Todd Gamler to authorize Solicitor Karver to file a petition for award of attorney’s fees.  Motion carried.
ENGINEER’S REPORT

Engineer Sartor submitted the April 2010 Engineer’s Report.  He also submitted to Manager Conrad the Stormwater Basin Inspection report.

Berks County Planning Commission submitted a draft of the Act 167 Phase I for the Manatawny Creek requesting review comments and attendance at the final Phase I WPAC meeting on May 19, 2010 at the Berks County Agriculture Center.  Engineer Sartor said he will attend the meeting.
COMMISSIONERS’ REPORT

Nothing submitted at this time.

MANAGER’S REPORT

Manager Conrad submitted emails received from S. Heidelberg and Amity Township concerning the EPA’s MS4 Program Notice of Violation.  These and other Townships, including some in Montgomery County received violation notices and are organizing a Southeastern Pennsylvania Stormwater Coalition uniting in a common front to address this matter.  Engineer Sartor said that Engineer Lowrie has begun working on a response to the Notice of Violation.
Manager Conrad informed the Board that CEO Stauffer will be attending the MS4 training workshop on the Phase II Storm Water Permit.  Engineer Sartor asked for feedback from the workshop.

Manager Conrad submitted emails received from STV, Inc. concerning the Scour Critical Bridge Plan of Action notice received from PennDOT for two Township bridges that require monitoring during and after flood events.  Roadmaster Sands contact PennDOT District 5.0 and was told they will hold a class on the matter.  The Commissioners suggested that Bob Moyer also attend the class with Roadmaster Sands.
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President Gamler asked Manager Conrad to find out from STV, Inc. what the timeline is for the bridge repairs that were agreed to at the February 1st, 2010 meeting.  At that meeting the Board, by motion accepted the proposal, Attachment A from STV, Inc, authorizing STV, Inc. to begin the process of preparing the bids not to exceed $46,152.00.
Manager Conrad submitted prices and requested approval to upgrade the Township’s financial software.  The QuickBooks software was purchased in 2006.  Motion by William Spade and seconded by Linwood Bartman to approve the purchase of an upgrade for the QuickBooks Pro software.  Motion carried.
Manager Conrad submitted a repair invoice from Modern Handling Equipment Co. for the chipper.  She noted that there is an inter-municipal agreement with Boyertown Borough and Lower Pottsgrove Township to share in the use and costs of the chipper.  Roadmaster Sands has informed them of the invoice.  There is still a problem with machine working properly and Roadmaster Sands is addressing it.  The invoice will not be paid until the equipment is working.
The Township received a letter from Betty Keim resigning her position on the Civil Service Commission effective of May 15, 2010.  Motion by William Spade and seconded by Linwood Bartman to accept Betty Keim’s resignation.  Motion carried.  Manager Conrad will prepare a resolution for the next meeting.
Manager Conrad informed the Board she met with Don Hausknecht to review the Township insurance renewal policies.  Premiums have increased and they looked into items that have had double coverage.  The Board asked Manager Conrad to see if Mr. Hausknecht could come to the next Commissioner’s meeting to discuss the policies.  Manager Conrad will make the arrangement for 7:00 pm.
Manager Conrad informed the Commissioners that the Joint Zoning Ordinance is finished and was delivered to the Berks County for review.  Commissioner Bartman would like the Board to review it and also wanted to know if Engineer Lowrie will review the Ordinance.  Manager Conrad also told the Board that she completed the recommended revisions to the Subdivision Ordinance and incorporated the amendments that were added at the back of the Ordinance.  All changes are noted in red and the Ordinance has been copied to a CD for Engineer Lowrie to review.  President Gamler would like a cost estimate of a review from G & A prior to a review.
COMMITTEE REPORTS

Recycling

President Gamler noted the April Report was received from Allied Waste Services.

Board of Commissioners

May 3, 2010 Meeting Minutes

Page 5

Joint Zoning Ordinance
President Gamler noted there was a public meeting of the Joint Planning Commission on April 22nd and draft minutes were submitted.

Regional Fire Study Committee

Manager Conrad noted meeting is scheduled for May 13th at 7:00 pm.  The location is yet to be determined and the Commissioners will be notified when the location is announced.  Solicitor Karver said the meeting need not be advertised. 

OLD BUSINESS

SUBDIVISIONS Plan Status - Correspondence received since 4/19/10

Samsel/Reifsnyder Annexation

April 21, 2010 the Township received BCPC review.  Also received email 
comments from Solicitor Karver concerning County signature block 
suggestion.  
Solicitor Karver said he has not received the revised formal 
plans.  No action was taken by the Board.


Spring Creek Commons Subdivision – Preliminary – Spring Garden Drive


No new communication received.  The review period for the plan is to expire 
on June 8, 2010.  No action was taken by the Board.


Colebrookdale Woods Development – State Route 73

September 10, 2009 Township sent letter to owner and developer requesting 
payment of invoices and notification that reviews are discontinued until 
payment received.  October 1 received letter from BMMA concerning Surety 
Bonds.  No action was taken by the Board.


Westwood’s Subdivision – Preliminary Plan – Route 562.


September 10 Township requested confirmation of active plan from 
Douglass Township.  November 11, 2009 the owner and his attorney 
Confirmed they are working with Douglas-Berks to address various issues.  
The review period for the plan is to expire on June 29, 2010.  No action was 
taken by the Board.


Mildred Frey Minor Annexation – Final – 436 & 516 N. Reading Avenue


No communication received; no action was taken by the Board.

NEW BUSINESS 

Nothing submitted to the Township at this time.
COMMUNICATIONS

All communications received since April 19, 2010 is included in the Commissioner’s books.  All correspondence was available for review by the public.  
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FYI

The Commissioners noted a Grassroots Action Alert received concerning a proposed PA State House Bill 2431 establishing Counties as the basic level of local government in PA.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION (NOT SIGNED IN)

No one at this time addressed the Board.
EXECUTIVE SESSION

President Gamler announced the Board will meet in executive session to discuss a personnel issue.  There will be no action taken and the Board will not reconvene.
ADJOURNMENT

There being no other business to come before the Board there was a motion by Linwood Bartman and seconded by William Spade that the meeting be adjourned.  Motion carried.  All votes on motions were unanimous unless stated otherwise.  The meeting adjourned at 8:45 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Jeannie DiSante

Township Secretary
_









