MINUTES OF APRIL 19, 2010
MEETING OF BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

The regular meeting of the Board of Commissioners of Colebrookdale Township was held on the above date at the Township Building.  The meeting was called to order by President Todd Gamler at 7:30 PM with all present joining in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

The following Commissioners were present: Todd Gamler (President), William Spade (Vice President), Tom Reidnauer, Thomas Herb and Linwood Bartman.   Also present were Township Manager Cindy Conrad, Township CEO/Zoning Officer Allen Stauffer, Township Secretary Jeannie DiSante, Township Solicitor Jeffrey Karver, Police Chief Chris Schott and Township Engineer Mary Lou Lowrie.  Township Treasurer/Tax Collector Joan Herb was absent.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Ron Davidheiser, 216 Popodickon Drive and President of the Indian Springs Community Association and F. Larkin, 167 Indian Springs Road addressed the Board concerning the recent ‘no-parking’ change and by-law revisions at Indian Springs.  Mr. Davidheiser told the Commissioners that the majority of their Board Members agree with the ‘no parking’ change.  Mr. Larkin explained he talks with many of the residents and the majority is also happy with the restricted parking.
President Gamler noted that he received complaints concerning personal business vehicles restricted from parking in assigned spaces or in overflow lots if they have business lettering on the body of the vehicle.  The by-laws addressing this issue were discussed.  There has only been one formal amendment to the by-laws since inception and the HOA Board was not aware that the Township required notification of any changes.  A copy of the by-laws will be forwarded to the Township by Mr. Davidheiser.
The Commissioners also informed Mr. Davidheiser and Mr. Larkin of a complaint received from a resident concerning the Indian Spring Road Street light that shines into her bedroom window.  The Commissioners will visit the location at night prior to the next meeting and evaluate the complaint.  Mr. Davidheiser noted the lights were put in for the safety of the community nevertheless they will comply with what is required of the Township.
Resident Nancy Jean Doudna, 201 Water Street asked to address the Board looking for direction in dealing with her neighbor.  There is trash and old electronic equipment piled up outside the neighbor’s house.  She sees them disassembling and using welding torches to extract the copper wire for resale.  She has witnessed animal abuse of rabbits, dogs and cats and they presently have cages of chickens.  She also witnessed an infant child left unattended in their vehicle for approximately 40 minutes during the winter.
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CEO Stauffer stated he has repeatedly sent notices to the resident in question to clean up the property based on complaints from neighbors.  The owner does clean up a majority of the junk then the piles begin growing again.  Ms. Doudna has seen the neighbor load a truck with the electronics and trash and take it somewhere late at night.  She has also seen another truck bring in electronic items and unload them in the yard.  She believes the truck comes from a business at Zerns Market.
There was a discussion as to a zoning violation for operating a business on the property, property maintenance violations and child welfare issues.  CEO Stauffer and Chief Schott will inspect the property and proceed from there.  President Gamler apologized to Ms. Doudna explaining that it will take time to legally handle all the issues insuring her that it will be addressed.

MINUTES

Motion by William Spade and seconded by Tom Reidnauer to approve the minutes of the April 5, 2010 Board of Commissioners’ Meeting.  Motion carried.
REPORTS

The March 2010 Treasurer’s Report of Balance Sheets and Trial balances were submitted for review.  There were no comments from the Board.
President Gamler made note of the Customer Balance Summary then read the bills list as follows
:



General Fund Expenses 4/5 - 4/19/10

$ 39,820.41




Payroll Fund Expenses 4/16/10


$ 38,937.54




Street Light Fund Expenses 4/16/10

$      158.08




Recycling Fund Expenses 4/16/10

$   8,932.89




Joint Zoning Fund Expenses 4/19/10

$   1,190.00

Motion by Tom Reidnauer and seconded by Thomas Herb to pay the listed bills from the funds mentioned above.  Motion carried.  President Gamler noted the submission of the Profit & Loss Budget vs. Actual statements.  The Statements are available to the public for review.

POLICE REPORT

Chief Schott requested approval to allow Officer Hanna to apply for membership to the National Association of Traffic Accident Reconstructionists & Investigators.  There is an annual fee of $60.00.  Commissioner Spade asked who pays for Officer Hanna’s expertise if he does work for other Municipalities.  Chief Schott noted he is paid by the County for his time.  Motion by William Spade and seconded by Linwood Bartman to authorize payment of $60.00 for the membership as described.  Motion carried.  
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Commissioner Spade requested that the Township Police add extra patrols through Morysville due to increased speeding through that area.  Chief Schott will increase police presence in that area.
ROAD MASTER’S REPORT

Roadmaster Sands submitted and requested approval of the 2010 Roadwork Projects.  He noted one correction to the spreadsheet; under the Oil & Chip category the Willow Road portion only requires a single coat.   President Gamler asked that the roads be posted many days prior to the start of work for the convenience of the residents.

Commissioner Reidnauer asked if the PennDOT is notified of the many potholes on Water Street.  Roadmaster Sands confirmed that he and the Township personnel have reported the potholes to the State.  He also said he and the office staff give out PennDOT’s phone number and urge residents who call the Township to also call PennDOT and report road problems.  This helps to insure the problems receive a more immediate response.
There was discussion concerning possible grant funds available for roadwork on Schlegal and Swamp Creek Roads along with Fund Road and Ironstone Drive.  Manager Conrad and Roadmaster Sands are working on the paperwork.
Roadmaster Sands reported that he talked with representatives concerning the draining issues around the Township building.  Repairs and clean out of the pipes have not been arranged.  There is a possibility that the State will require permits for the work.
Roadmaster Sands noted that the Road Department used 1000 tons of salt this winter season and went over the budgeted amount by 200 ton.  There was no comment from the Board.
Concerning approval for the Road Projects, no motion was needed; the Commissioner’s consensus was that Roadmaster Sands should proceed with advertising.
CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER’S REPORT

CEO Stauffer submitted the following permit applications and permit:

- Cale Mutter, 1241 W. Philadelphia Avenue – a 24’ x 36’ addition to an 
 
  existing garage


- Brett Lehman, 234 Indian Lane – a 32’ x 24’ two story garage


- Gregory & Linda St. Clair, 2 Queen Anne Drive – construct a roof over an 
   existing deck


- Permit # 5152 – Jeff Imbody, 25 Spring Garden Drive – install a 24’ x 24’ 
 
  prefab garage
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CEO Stauffer informed the Board that an address has been found for Russell Royce and he will be served the zoning violation notices by the Constable.  He also noted that he has not heard back from the banks concerning property maintenance on foreclosed homes in the Township.
SEO REPORT

There was nothing to report at this time.
PLUMBING INSPECTOR’S REPORT

There was nothing to report at this time.
SOLICITOR’S REPORT

Solicitor Karver had nothing to report at this time.
ENGINEER’S REPORT

The Township received a certified letter, Findings of Violation, Order for Compliance and Information Request from the United States EPA concerning the MS4 permit and Clean Water Act.  Copies were forward to Engineer Lowrie and Attorney Karver.  Engineer Lowrie informed the Commissioners that the EPA is looking for additional information and she will comply with the request noting that the information is due by July 28, 2010.
Engineer Lowrie wanted the Board to be made aware of the new upcoming MS4 regulations that will require extensive engineering time for research and development.  She sent preliminary information to Manager Conrad and noted the municipal staff will need to be involved with the process and implementation of a plan in that it will impact the entire municipality.  Manager Conrad noted the information will be submitted to the Board.  Engineer Lowrie suggested that Manager Conrad and CEO Stauffer attend a training seminar provided by the EPA on May 5th, 2010 in Harrisburg if it pertains to the requirements of the next MS4 permit program.
Grace Independent Baptist Church submitted a 2nd Escrow Release Request.  Gilmore & Associates reviewed the request and submitted to the Township the Certification of Completion for Escrow Release No. 2 recommending approval.  Motion by Linwood Bartman and seconded by William Spade to approve releasing $46,029.17, the Grace Independent Baptist Church Escrow Release No. 2.  Motion carried.
COMMISSIONERS’ REPORT

Nothing submitted at this time.
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MANAGER’S REPORT

Manager Conrad informed the Board the US Census Bureau will be using the Township meeting room for training classes April 19th though the 22nd during the Township’s regular business hours.
Manager Conrad asked the Commissioners if they wanted her to pursue reappointment of her notary commission for the Township.  If so, she requested approval to attend the required training class.  Motion by William Spade and seconded by Tom Reidnauer to authorize Manager Conrad to attend the training class and apply for reappointment of her notary commission.  Motion carried.
Manager Conrad submitted the BC Tax Collection Committee (TCC) meeting agenda, minutes and proposed budget.  The next meeting will be held in Hamburg and she will attend and is completing and submitting a survey indicating the Township’s level of interest in having the TCC collect local taxes.
Lastly, Manager Conrad requested approval to submit the final request for payment for the LUPTAP grant.  The grant expires in June of this year; she spoke with Ron Bednar and Jake Lea for their input and they agreed to the payment request at this time.  Motion by William Spade and seconded by Thomas Herb to authorize Manager Conrad to submit the payment request at indicated.  Motion carried.
COMMITTEE REPORTS

Recycling

The Township received bid results from the BC Co-Op Purchasing Council for the collection and/or disposal of yard waste if the Township was interested in renting a dumpster to be placed at the maintenance building.  After discussion of the fees the Board agreed not to pursue it at this time.  Manager Conrad will return the reply form indicating the Township is not interested.
Joint Zoning Ordinance
President Gamler noted the March Progress Report submitted by URDC.  The Joint Planning Commission Public Meeting will be held at the Township building April 22, 2010 with Commission Members of the three participating Municipalities in attendance
OLD BUSINESS

Nothing at this time.
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SUBDIVISIONS Plan Status - Correspondence received since 4/5/10

Samsel/Reifsnyder Annexation

April 5, 2010 received copy of a county review application to BCPC from 
Applied Surveying Tech. No action was taken by the Board.


Spring Creek Commons Subdivision – Preliminary – Spring Garden Drive


No new communication received.  The review period for the plan is to expire 
on June 8, 2010.  No action was taken by the Board.


Colebrookdale Woods Development – State Route 73

September 10, 2009 Township sent letter to owner and developer requesting 
payment of invoices and notification that reviews are discontinued until 
payment received.  October 1 received letter from BMMA concerning Surety 
Bonds.  No action was taken by the Board.


Westwood’s Subdivision – Preliminary Plan – Route 562.


September 10 Township requested confirmation of active plan from 
Douglass Township.  November 11, 2009 the owner and his attorney 
Confirmed they are working with Douglas-Berks to address various issues.  
The review period for the plan is to expire on June 29, 2010.  No action was 
taken by the Board.


Mildred Frey Minor Annexation – Final – 436 & 516 N. Reading Avenue


No communication received; no action was taken by the Board.

NEW BUSINESS 

COMMUNICATIONS

All communications received since April 5, 2010 is included in the Commissioner’s books.  All correspondence was available for review by the public.  

FYI
Proposals were received each from The Longacre Company and Automotive Service, Inc. for maintenance service on the air conditioning system in the Township building.  The Board discussed both proposals and the need to keep the units running efficiently.  Motion by Thomas Herb and seconded by Linwood Bartman to award the maintenance service work to The Longacre Company.  Motion carried.  Manager Conrad will call and schedule the work.
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Manager Conrad submitted an anonymous complaint received by mail at the Township concerning construction work being observed on the dwelling at 400 N. Reading Avenue with no visible permit sign.  CEO Stauffer informed the Commissioners he inspected the area and saw no indication of construction work being performed at the property.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION (NOT SIGNED IN)

No one at this time.
EXECUTIVE SESSION

President Gamler announced the Board will meet in executive session to discuss a personnel issue.  There will be no action taken and the Board will not reconvene.
ADJOURNMENT

There being no other business to come before the Board there was a motion by Linwood Bartman and seconded by William Spade that the meeting be adjourned.  Motion carried.  All votes on motions were unanimous unless stated otherwise.  The meeting adjourned at 8:55 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Jeannie DiSante

Township Secretary
_









