MINUTES OF APRIL 5, 2010
MEETING OF BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

The regular meeting of the Board of Commissioners of Colebrookdale Township was held on the above date at the Township Building.  The meeting was called to order by President Todd Gamler at 7:30 PM with all present joining in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

The following Commissioners were present: Todd Gamler (President), William Spade (Vice President), Tom Reidnauer, Thomas Herb and Linwood Bartman.    Also present were Township Manager Cindy Conrad, Township CEO/Zoning Officer Allen Stauffer, Township Secretary Jeannie DiSante, Township Solicitor Jeffrey Karver, Township Engineer John Sartor and Police Chief Chris Schott.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Mr. Ron Riffle of 177 Village Drive and Mr. Joe Shivick of 130 Village Drive spoke to the Board of their concerns with the new ‘No Parking’ initiative on Village Drive.  Both are members of the Indian Springs Home Owners Association and do not agree with restricting parking on both sides of the street.  They asked if it could be limited to only one side to allow for parking of commercial vehicles. The HOA bylaws do not allow homeowners to park their personal construction vehicles in the assigned two parking spaces in front of their units.

Mr. Riffle noted there have been changes to the bylaws over the years trying to accommodate the residents.  CEO Stauffer informed the HOA Board members that they cannot make any changes to their bylaws without first submitting them to the Township Board of Commissioners for review and approval.

President Gamler explained the Board came to the ‘no parking’ decision through input and recommendations from the local fire departments, emergency services and the police department.  He also told the HOA members that this is a 90-day experimental trial before a permanent revision to the Township Street Ordinance and the Commissioners are open for suggestions and comments.

President Gamler asked for a consensus to meet with the Indian Springs HOA to further discuss the issue.  He would also like to discuss the HOA bylaw changes that have been put into place.  There was a consensus of the Commissioners.  Manager Conrad will send a letter to the Indian Springs Home Owners Association inviting them to attend the next Township meeting.
MINUTES

Motion by William Spade and seconded by Thomas Herb to approve the minutes of the March 15, 2010 Board of Commissioners’ Meeting.  Motion carried.
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REPORTS

President Gamler made note of the Customer Balance Summary then read the bills list as follows:




General Fund Expenses 3/15 - 4/5/10

$ 15,670.07




Payroll Fund Expenses 3/19/10


$ 39,607.63




Payroll Fund Expenses 4/1/10


$ 36,839.54




Street Light Fund Expenses 4/5/10

$   1,331.88




Recycling Fund Expenses 4/5/10


$          0.00




Liquid Fuels Fund Expenses 4/5/10

$      477.47

Motion by Thomas Herb and seconded by Tom Reidnauer to pay the listed bills from the funds mentioned above.  Motion carried.  President Gamler noted the submission of the Profit & Loss Budget vs. Actual statements.  The Statements are available to the public for review.

POLICE REPORT

Chief Schott read the March 2010 report as follows:

Colebrookdale Township
   913


Traffic Arrests
  48

Borough of Bechtelsville
   248


Criminal Arrests
  22
Assists to Others

     28
TOTAL Incidents
           1,189
Thirteen motor vehicle accidents were investigated and 6,782 miles were patrolled during March 2010.  There were no questions on the report from the Commissioners.

Submitted for review was the Conceptual Design & Cost Estimate for Countywide Public Safety Radio System from Berks County Department of Emergency Services.  Chief Schott explained all police radios including handhelds as well as those used by road crews and fire companies will be replaced and programmed to a new high bandwidth that will accommodate more frequencies.  This change is a national mandate resulting from national security issues since 9-11 and is to be completed by 2013.  Cost estimates are ~$42,000,000.
ROAD MASTER’S REPORT

The Township received two certified letters from PennDOT concerning current accessibility standards required by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).  District 5-0 plans to install and/or improve curb ramps at various locations in the Township and asked for a meeting.  A representative will contact the Township.  Manager Conrad noted that the Township will be responsible for year-round maintenance and repair of the new pedestrian facilities.
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Manager Conrad submitted an email request for street sweeping in the Brookview Development.  She talked to Roadmaster Sands and he explained that Boyertown is working on clean-up of the Park and will begin street sweeping when that project is completed.
CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER’S REPORT

Ceo Stauffer submitted one permit application #5148 for Mike and Sandy Quicksell, 90 Indian Lane to replace a deck and add additional section.  There was no comment from the Board.

CEO Stauffer asked permission to post ‘no trespassing’ signs on a property at Villa Avenue and Kauffman Lane.  He has received complaints of kids riding bikes and people walking their dogs in the retention basin on the property.  The bank has taken possession of the property and the owners have been given time to vacate.  The consensus of the Board was to allow the signs to be placed.

CEO Stauffer informed the Commissioners that there are seven or eight properties in the Township that are now owned by various banks.  He would like to send letters to the banks informing them of the Township requirements for keeping the grass mowed.  The Board agreed and also asked the he include highlighted wording notifying them of the $600.00 fine for non-compliance.  Also suggested was to include a list of local lawn service companies and their contact information.
Concerning the zoning violation on the property owned by Russell Royce (the collapsed roof on the Funk packing house), two certified letters sent to him were returned unclaimed.  CEO Stauffer asked for direction in handling this.  The Board and Solicitor Karver discussed having the notices served by the Constable.  The owner will then have 30 days to comply.  Motion by Thomas Herb and seconded by President Gamler to authorize CEO Stauffer to proceed with contacting the Constable to serve the letters on Russell Royce.  Motion carried.
President Gamler told CEO Stauffer that he received a complaint from a resident concerning a property on Water Street at Popodickon Street.  CEO Stauffer informed the Board that he was made aware of the problem and sent a letter today to the homeowner.
Commissioner Spade asked CEO Stauffer to look into another pickup truck with expired registration tags at the curve on Mill Street before the railroad overpass.
SEO REPORT

Manager Conrad informed the Board that letters have been sent to property owners explaining the requirement to have their septic systems pumped.  The Township has started to receive receipts from the residents verifying that their septic was pumped.
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PLUMBING INSPECTOR’S REPORT

Nothing to report at this time.
SOLICITOR’S REPORT

Solicitor Karver advised the Board that concerning the Arbitration Hearing March 30, 2010 in Berks County in the matter of Colebrookdale Township vs. Nick & Les, the Township was awarded a $15,905.45 judgment.  There is a 30 day appeal period.
Also, on the Rader matter, the Judge will review all the material and a ruling should be handed down before the next Township meeting.
ENGINEER’S REPORT

Engineer Sartor submitted the Engineer’s Report for the month of March 2010.  He noted that they will begin completion of the NPDES Phase II MS4 Annual Report which is due in June.
Also, Engineer Sartor informed the Commissioners that Engineer Lowrie and CEO Stauffer will begin inspections of the basins this week.

COMMISSIONERS’ REPORT

Nothing submitted at this time.

MANAGER’S REPORT

Manager Conrad informed the Board that Corporal Amy Babb was selected as the Law Enforcement Officer of the Year by the Boyertown Jaycees.  If the Commissioners wished to attend the award banquet Manager Conrad would make the arrangements.
The Berks County Conservation district (BCCD) submitted their annual Affiliate Membership request.  Motion by William Spade and seconded by Tom Reidnauer to recommend payment of a $25.00 contribution for the 2010 Membership.  Motion carried.
Manager Conrad submitted an email from American Power Net asking if the Township is interested in participation in the second round of electricity purchasing bids.  The Board agreed to participate contingent on being able to opt-out at their discretion and asked Manager Conrad to send a letter to that affect.  

Manager Conrad submitted the June 23, 2010 Judicial (Free and Clear) Tax Sale notice from Berks County.
Manager Conrad also submitted the Fire and Emergency Services Study for Greater Boyertown Area.  She gave a copy to Lloyd Way and suggested a meeting be arranged.  Manager Conrad will keep the Board informed.
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Motion by William Spade and seconded by Thomas Herb to ratify a Board decision on March 30th to authorize Fire Police traffic control assistance to Liberty Fire Company for their Easter Egg Hunt at Wilcox Farm on April 3, 2010.  Motion carried.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
Recycling – President Gamler noted the submission of the March 2010 Recycling Report from Allied Waste Services.
Joint Zoning Ordinance
President Gamler noted the Joint Planning Commission Public Meeting will be held at the Township building April 22, 2010 with Commission Members of the three participating Municipalities in attendance.  Manager Conrad clarified this is a Public Meeting to discuss the most recent draft of the Joint Zoning Ordinance.  On approval of a final draft each Municipality will then need to advertise and hold a Public Hearing on the final draft.
Solicitor Karver asked Manager Conrad to find out what arrangements the other Municipalities are making for a stenographer for their Public Hearings.
OLD BUSINESS

Nothing at this time.
SUBDIVISIONS Plan Status - No Correspondence received since 3/15/10

Spring Creek Commons Subdivision – Preliminary – Spring Garden Drive


No new communication received.  The review period for the plan is to expire 
on June 8, 2010.  No action was taken by the Board.


Colebrookdale Woods Development – State Route 73

September 10, 2009 Township sent letter to owner and developer requesting 
payment of invoices and notification that reviews are discontinued until 
payment received.  October 1 received letter from BMMA concerning Surety 
Bonds.  No action was taken by the Board.


Westwood’s Subdivision – Preliminary Plan – Route 562.


September 10 Township requested confirmation of active plan from 
Douglass Township.  November 11, 2009 Manager Conrad received 
confirmation from the owner and his attorney.  They are working with 
Douglas-Berks to address various issues.  The review period for the plan is to 
expire on June 29, 2010.  No action was taken by the Board.


Mildred Frey Minor Annexation – Final – 436 & 516 N. Reading Avenue


No communication received; no action was taken by the Board.
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NEW BUSINESS 

COMMUNICATIONS

All communications received since March 15, 2010 is included in the Commissioner’s books.  All correspondence was available for review by the public.  

FYI
President Gamler asked Manager Conrad to send a letter to the Bargaining Unit with dates and times to set up a meeting.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION (NOT SIGNED IN)

No one at this time.
ADJOURNMENT

There being no other business to come before the Board there was a motion by Tom Reidnauer and seconded by William Spade that the meeting be adjourned.  Motion carried.  All votes on motions were unanimous unless stated otherwise.  The meeting adjourned at 8:25 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Jeannie DiSante

Township Secretary
_









