MINUTES OF MARCH 15, 2010
MEETING OF BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

The regular meeting of the Board of Commissioners of Colebrookdale Township was held on the above date at the Township Building.  The meeting was called to order by President Todd Gamler at 7:30 PM with all present joining in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

The following Commissioners were present: Todd Gamler (President), William Spade (Vice President), Tom Reidnauer, Thomas Herb and Linwood Bartman.    Also present were Township Manager Cindy Conrad, Township CEO/Zoning Officer Allen Stauffer, Township Treasurer/Tax Collector Joan Herb, Township Secretary Jeannie DiSante, Township Solicitor Jeffrey Karver and Township Engineer John Sartor.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

No one at this time.
MINUTES

Motion by William Spade and seconded by Thomas Herb to approve the minutes of the March 1, 2010 Board of Commissioners’ Meeting.  Motion carried.
REPORTS

Treasurer Herb submitted the February 2010 Treasurer’s Report of Balance Sheets and Trial balances.  There were no comments from the Board.

President Gamler made note of the Customer Balance Summary then read the bills list as follows:



General Fund Expenses 2/25-3/15/10

$ 68,304.63



Payroll Fund Expenses 3/5/10


$ 41,187.44



Street Light Fund Expenses 03/1/10

$   1,099.61



Recycling Fund Expenses 3/1/10


$   8,170.50



Joint Zoning Fund Expenses 3/1/10

$   1,099.80
Motion by Tom Reidnauer and seconded by William Spade to pay the listed bills from the funds mentioned above.  Motion carried.  President Gamler noted the submission of the Profit & Loss Budget vs. Actual statements.  The Statements are available to the public for review.

POLICE REPORT

Nothing to report at this time.
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ROAD MASTER’S REPORT

Manager Conrad requested approval to enter into the PA State Costars Salt Contract Participation Agreement.  Roadmaster Sands agreed with Manager to order the same amount of road salt as this past year.  Motion by William Spade and seconded by Linwood Bartman to approve participation in the State Salt Contract Agreement.  Motion carried.
Manager Conrad requested permission to write to PennDOT requesting they clean out the storm water drain pipe in the parking lot of the Township building.  Roadmaster Sands has twice spoken by phone to the area representatives requesting they come out to do the work and no one has yet responded.  Motion by Thomas Herb and seconded by William Spade to authorize Manager Conrad to write to PennDOT requesting they get the storm water drain pipe cleaned out to avoid flooding on the Township building property.  Motion carried.
Concerning the installation of the no-parking signs on Village Drive, Manager Conrad explained that Roadmaster Sands was told by Med-Ed they will not mark their lines on Village Drive because it is privately owned.  Manager Conrad talked to the Homeowner’s Association Representative asking if the Township could put the signs on their street lights.  The HOA will be meeting on March 17 and will discuss the request.  

CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER’S REPORT

CEO Stauffer informed the Board of a complaint from the resident at the corner of S. Reading Avenue and Village Drive that the light at the entrance to Indian Springs is shining into her bedroom since the new members of the HOA of Indian Springs had the shields on the street lights removed.  The Board Members agreed to go to the location at night and see how the light is affecting surrounding properties.  President Gamler asked to have this issue put on the agenda for the next meeting.

CEO Stauffer asked for direction in dealing with a zoning violation.  A building whose roof has collapsed should be torn down and the owner, Russell Royce has not responded to a notification letter.  The Board discussed various alternatives with Solicitor Karver.
SEO REPORT

Nothing to report at this time.

PLUMBING INSPECTOR’S REPORT

Nothing to report at this time.
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SOLICITOR’S REPORT

Solicitor Karver advised the Board that an Arbitration Hearing has been scheduled for March 30, 2010 at 9:30 a.m. in Berks County in the matter of Colebrookdale Township vs. Nick & Les.  He requested authorization to have Manager Conrad and CEO Stauffer accompany him to the hearing to testify on behalf of the Township.  Motion by William Spade and seconded by Tom Reidnauer to authorized Manager Conrad and CEO Stauffer to attend the Arbitration Hearing with Solicitor Karver on March 30, 2010 to testify on behalf of the Township.  Motion carried.
Solicitor Karver also advised the Commissioners that the Argument on the Rader matter as been rescheduled for April 5, 2010 at a time to be set by Judge Sprecher.  He will keep the Board informed.
ENGINEER’S REPORT

On March 8, 2010 Fred Beans Ford submitted to the Township and Gilmore & Associates a request for Release of Escrow and accumulated interest.  After reviewing the request, Gilmore & Associates submitted Release of Escrow #2 Certification of Completion forms and spreadsheet and requested approval to release $93,627.00.  Motion by Linwood Bartman and seconded by Thomas Herb to authorize the release of Fred Beans Ford of Boyertown Escrow funds in the amount of $93,627.00.  Motion carried.
Concerning the request to release the accumulated interest, motion by William Spade and seconded by Thomas Herb to release the accumulated interest in the amount of $6,339.57 to Fred Beans Ford of Boyertown as stated in their letter of March 4, 2010.  Motion carried.
COMMISSIONERS’ REPORT

Nothing submitted at this time.

MANAGER’S REPORT

Manager Conrad submitted a letter received from the Berks County Commissioners concerning the 2011 Community Development Block Grant Program.  Colebrookdale Township has $50,000.00 as its basic allocation and may qualify for additional funding.  She and CEO Stauffer discussed the need of storm water and paving work on a section of Schlegel Road.  The Board discussed other various roads that may need work.  Manager Conrad will do more research on the improvement needs of the Township.
Manager Conrad submitted the Line Striping Bid Approval Sheet from Berks County Cooperative Purchasing Council indicating that A1 Traffic Control Products was awarded the contact.  The Township does not have to advertise for bids.  Manager Conrad noted this is the same company the Township used last year.
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Manager Conrad submitted the Semi-Annual Franchise Fee Statement from Comcast along with a copy of the check in the amount of $27,526.40.
Manager Conrad submitted a letter received from PennDOT indicating they will be doing work on Funk Road.  At the request of CEO Stauffer she contacted the Surface Improvement Coordinator and verified they are doing oil and chip on a section of Fund Road that will not interfere with the planned bridge work.
Manager Conrad informed the Board that she met with a representative from PLGIT to discuss the Township’s financial investments.  Interest rates are not greatly different than what the Township is currently earning.  The Board agreed to have Manager Conrad research better rates when the market has turned around.
Manager Conrad submitted the 2009 ACT 205 Actuarial Valuation Report for the Police Pension Plan.  She spoke with Doug Werley at Thomas Anderson Inc. who suggested setting up a meeting in August with the pension committee.
Manager Conrad submitted the Notice of Payment from PennDOT of the Liquid Fuels Tax Fund payment of $136,745.31 paid on March 1, 2010.  She also submitted an email from PennDOT with information on Highway Improvement Funding Opportunity.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
Joint Zoning Ordinance
The Joint Planning Commission Public Meeting scheduled for February 25th was cancelled due to snow.  The next Public meeting has been advertised and will be held April 22, 2010 with Commission Members of the three participating Municipalities.

OLD BUSINESS

Attorney Karver informed the Board concerning the Samsel/Reifsnyder Annexation, the engineering firm will be submitting an application to be reviewed by Berks County Planning Commission.
Concerning the Reitnauer/Staton Minor Subdivision and at the request of Flint Staton, Attorney Karver requested the Township release the remaining escrow made payable to Ann and Flint Staton.  Motion by Tom Reidnauer and seconded by Linwood Bartman to release the escrow funds to Ann and Flint Staton.  Motion carried.
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SUBDIVISIONS Plan Status - No Correspondence received since 3/1/10

Spring Creek Commons Subdivision – Preliminary – Spring Garden Drive


No new communication received.  The review period for the plan is to expire 
on June 8, 2010.  No action was taken by the Board.


Colebrookdale Woods Development – State Route 73

September 10, 2009 Township sent letter to owner and developer requesting 
payment of invoices and notification that reviews are discontinued until 
payment received.  October 1 received letter from BMMA concerning Surety 
Bonds.  No action was taken by the Board.


Westwood’s Subdivision – Preliminary Plan – Route 562.


September 10 Township requested confirmation of active plan from 
Douglass Township.  November 11, 2009 Manager Conrad spoke with the 
owner and his attorney and they confirmed that the plan is still active.  They 
are working with Douglas-Berks to address various issues.  The review 
period for the plan is to expire on June 29, 2010.  No action was taken by the 
Board.


Mildred Frey Minor Annexation – Final – 436 & 516 N. Reading Avenue


No communication received; no action was taken by the Board.

NEW BUSINESS 

Manager Conrad informed the Commissioners she has begun pulling boxes of old records to be destroyed in accordance with the Record Retention Ordinance passed by the Board in 2009.  She requested direction as to how much detail is needed when listing what is being shredded.  The Board discussed the items scheduled for shredding and said to list only what each box contained and the year, not individual items within the box.
COMMUNICATIONS

All communications received since March 1, 2010 is included in the Commissioner’s books.  All correspondence was available for review by the public.  

FYI
Manager Conrad informed the Board that based on the repair estimate, the insurance company submitted a check to repair the 2008 Chevy Silverado damaged in the last snow storm.  There is a $250.00 deductible.  Roadmaster Sands will arrange to have the repairs completed.
President Gamler noted the submission of the 2010 Millage Chart that shows the millage rate in all Berks County Townships.
Board of Commissioners

March 15, 2010 Meeting Minutes

Page 6

Attorney Karver informed the Board that Highmark Blue Shield has submitted underwriting guidelines stating that coverage for ‘domestic partners’ is not a standard benefit.  It would be at the discretion of the Board to offer this coverage to eligible individuals at the renewal of the contract in September 2010.  The Commissioners were in agreement to table the discussion until the contract renewal date since no one has approached the Township with a request.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION (NOT SIGNED IN)
A reporter for the Reading Eagle newspaper asked the Board if the Township is working with the Borough of Boyertown on a police merger.  President Gamler explained that the two Municipalities met earlier this month to again discuss the issues.  It was determined that it would not be feasible at this time.
ADJOURNMENT

There being no other business to come before the Board there was a motion by William Spade and seconded by Linwood Bartman that the meeting be adjourned.  Motion carried.  All votes on motions were unanimous unless stated otherwise.  The meeting adjourned at 8:15 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Jeannie DiSante

Township Secretary

_









